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On the way they passed Shekar Dzong which
had never before been visited by a European and
which is so characteristically Tibetan that it is
worth while pausing, even on the verge of Everest,
to hear about it. Howard Bury has given an
interesting description of it, and the numerous
photographs which members of all three Ex-
peditions were impelled to take bear out his
description. It is finely situated on a rocky and
sharp-pointed hill, like an enlarged St. Michael's
Mount. The actual town stands at the foot of
the hill, but a large monastery, holding over four
hundred monks, and consisting of innumerable
buildings, is literally "perched" half-way up the
cliff. The buildings are connected by walls and
towers with the fort which rises above them all.
The fort again is connected by turreted walls with
a curious Gothic-like structure on the summit of
the hill where incense is offered up daily.
While they were resting here on June 17th
Howard Bury and some of his companions visited
the big monastery of Shekar Cho-te. It consisted
of a great number of buildings terraced one
above the other on a very steep rocky slope. A
path along the face of the rock led under several
archways. Then the party had to go up and
down some picturesque, but very steep and narrow,
streets until they came to a large courtyard on one
side of which was the main temple, and in it several
gilt statues of Buddha decorated all over with
turquoises and other precious stones. And behind